8           DEITIES OF VEGETATION AS ANIMALS      CHAP.

maintenance from all the hucksters and  in  particular from

the corn-chandlers ; and a prospect was held out to such as

contributed that it would go well with them.     Finally, after

havingbeen thus maintained at the public cost for some months,

the bull was led forth with great pomp and sacrificed in the

market-place  on the twelfth day of the month Artemision,

which  is believed   to have   been   equivalent  to  the  Attic

month of Thargelion  and  to the English  month of May,

the season when the corn is reaped in the Greek lowlands.

In the procession which attended the animal to the place of

sacrifice the senators, the priests, the magistrates, the young

people, and the victors in the games all bore a part, and at

the head  of the procession  were borne the images of the

Twelve Gods attired in festal arra^, while a fluteplayer, a

The bull so piper, and a harper discoursed solemn  music.1      Now   in

sacrificed    tiie buu which was thus dedicated at the time of sowing

seems to                                                                  t                                             .   t1          -

have been   and kept at the cost of the pious, and especially of corn-

chandlers, to be finally sacrificed at harvest, it is reasonable

an embodi-                       y                          J                                               _

mentof the to see an embodiment of the corn-spirit. Regarded as such
^ anjmai was consecrated when the seed was committed
to the earth ; it was fed and kept all the time the corn was
growing in order that by its beneficent energies it might
foster that growth ; and at last, to complete the parallel,
when the corn was reaped the animal was slain, the cutting
of the stalks being regarded as the death of the corn-spirit.2
Similarly we have seen that in the harvest-fields and on
the threshing-floors of modern Europe the corn-spirit is
often conceived in the form of a bull, an ox, or a calf,
which is supposed to be killed at reaping or threshing ; and,

1 Dittenberger,     Sylloge    Inscrip-      Attic   Scirophorion,   a   month   corre-

tionum   Gratcarum 2   (Leipsic,   1898-      spending to June or July, which could

1901), vol. ii. pp. 246-248, No. 553.      never have been a season of sowing in

As to the identification of the Mag-      the hot rainless  summers  of Greece.

nesian   month  Artemision   with   the      See E. Bischoff, " De fastis Graecorum

Attic   month   Thargelion   (May),  see      antiquioribus,"   in   Leipziger  Studitn

Dittenberger,  op. cit.  ii.  p. 242, No.     fur classische I^hilologie, vii. (1884) p.

5 52 note4.   It is interesting to observe      400;   Dittenberger,   Syllogt  Inscrip-

that at Magnesia the sowing took place     tionum  Graecarum? No. 645 note14,

in Cronion, the month of Cronus, a      vol. ii. p. 449.

god whom the ancients regularly identi-         * In t'hus   interpreting Lhe sacrifice

tied with Saturn, the Italian god of     of the bull at Magnesia I follow the

sowing.     In  Samos,   Perinthus,  and      excellent exposition of Professor M. P.

P*tmos, however, the month Cronion      Nilsson,   ilrieJtischc   fate   (l.eipsic,

seems tu have been equivalent tu the      1906), pp. 23-27.